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WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM ANGUS COUNCIL 
 
Part 1 – Development of Water Resources  
 
Q1  
Section 1 of the Bill proposes placing a duty on Scottish Ministers to take such reasonable 
steps as they consider appropriate to ensure the development of the value of Scotland’s 
water resources. Do you consider these proposals to be sufficient to drive forward the 
delivery of the Scottish Government’s aim of making Scotland a Hydro Nation?  
 
Angus Council considers the proposals outlined in the bill will ensure the promotion of 
Scotland as a Hydro Nation, provided that Scottish Ministers under their duties under 
section 1(1) of the Bill maintain adequate controls on Scottish Water in the proposed new 
power to “do anything that Scottish Water considers will assist in the development of the 
value of Scotland‟s water resources” under section 21 of the Bill.  
 
Q2  
What are your views on the proposal that Scottish Ministers should be able to direct public 
bodies to participate in the development of water resources?  
 
Angus Council considers that this is a positive step, which will contribute to the promotion of 
Scotland as a Hydro Nation.  
 
Q3  
Do you have any comments on the requirement for Scottish Ministers to report to the 
Scottish Parliament on these activities every 3 years? Is this sufficient to ensure that 
Scottish Ministers will be held accountable for meeting the duty placed upon them to ensure 
the development of Scotland’s water resources?  
 
Angus Council considers that requiring the Scottish Ministers to report to the Scottish 
Parliament in this manner is a positive, transparent requirement which will enable progress 
towards the development of Scotland as a Hydro Nation to be measured and reported.  
 
Part 2 – Control of Water Abstraction  
 
Q4  
In your view is the new licensing regime necessary and will it offer the desired benefit of 
ensuring that the value of the water resources of Scotland are maximised for the people of 
Scotland?  
 
Yes, Angus Council considers that the new licensing regime is necessary to ensure that the 
positive contribution that Scotland‟s water resources can make in respect of renewable 
energy targets is developed in a controlled and sustainable manner that benefits the people 
of Scotland now and in the future.  
 
Q5  
Is the threshold set in the Bill for defining large scale abstractions of greater than 10 
megalitres of water per day appropriate?  
 
No comment.  
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Q6  
Is the list of possible purposes by which a large scale abstraction may be exempt from 
requiring Ministerial approval, such as where an abstraction is carried out for the purpose of 
generating electricity by hydropower appropriate?  
 
Yes. It is clear that a qualifying exemption would be subject to separate assessment under 
other legislation e.g. the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 
2011 or „CAR‟, and consequently Angus Council considers that the list of activities which 
may be subject to exemption is appropriate.  
 
Additional Comment: Section 7(1) Part 2 of the Bill as drafted includes a reference to the 
„Controlled Activities Regulations‟ but does not define the Water Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 as per other parts of the Bill.  
 
Part 3 - Scottish Water’s Functions  
 
Q7  
What are your views on Scottish Water being given specific powers to develop its assets 
and support the generation of renewable energy?  
 
Angus Council is of the opinion that this is a positive step which will contribute positively to 
Scotland‟s renewable energy targets.  
 
Q8  
Are you content that the definition of core powers will provide sufficient safeguards for core 
water and sewerage functions against risks incurred by Scottish Water in pursuing non-core 
functions?  
 
Yes. Provided Scottish Water‟s proposed new power to “do anything that Scottish Water 
considers will assist in the development of the value of Scotland‟s water resources” under 
section 21 of the Bill is subject to adequate controls by Scottish Ministers under their duties 
under section 1(1) of the Bill.  
 
Part 4 – Raw Water Quality  
 
Q9  
Do you have any views about the proposals to give Scottish Water new powers of entry and 
inspection of premises (other than a house) in relation to the quality of raw water?  
 
Angus Council is supportive of these proposals.  
 
Q10  
Do you have any views on how the proposal allowing Scottish Water to enter into 
agreements with owners and occupiers of land to undertake works to prevent the 
deterioration of water quality will work in practice and whether this is necessary and/or 
appropriate?  
 
Angus Council believes that this is a necessary step which will contribute to general water 
quality improvements across Scotland.  
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Part 5 – Non Domestic Services  
 
Q11  
Are the new duties to be placed on landlords appropriate and do they raise any concerns?  
 
Angus Council considers that the new duties to be placed on landlords are appropriate.  
 
Q12  
Do you have any comments on the proposed arrangements for the creation of a scheme 
setting out the terms and conditions under which deemed contract for the provision of water 
is to exist?  
 
No comment.  
 
Part 6 – Sewerage Network  
 
Q13  
Do you have any comments about the proposal granting Scottish Water powers of entry 
and inspection of land or non-domestic property in relation to passing substances and 
pollutants into the sewer network?  
 
Angus Council consider that this is a positive step in line with the powers granted to other 
agencies which are tasked with enforcing legislation.  
 
Q14  
Do you have any comments about the creation and enforcement of a new offence of 
passing or permitting to be passed, fat, oil or grease into the public sewer network?  
 
Angus Council considers that this is a positive step which will improve the operation of the 
public sewer network which could contribute to water quality improvements.  
 
Q15  
Do you have any comments on the proposal to allow any one proprietor to carry out works 
to private sewage treatment works, such as septic tanks, to maintain and empty these 
shared assets without having to secure the consent of the owners?  
 
The Bill introduces the requirement in the circumstances described above for a proprietor to 
serve notice on the other occupiers prior to carrying out improvement works under a 
revision to the Sewerage (Scotland) Act 1968 This is an improvement on the current 
situation which could contribute to the reduction of environmental impact from private 
sewerage treatment systems which are not being maintained.  
 
Part 7 – Water Shortage Orders  
 
Q16  
Are the proposals to create new water shortage and emergency water shortage orders 
proportionate and will they have the desired effect of dealing with temporary water 
shortages?  
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Angus Council is of the opinion that this proposal will enable water shortage orders to be 
dealt with in a more efficient and effective manner than at present and that this is a positive 
proposal.  
 
Q17  
Do you have any comments on the estimated costs associated with the Bill?  
 
Angus Council is content that the introduction of this Bill as currently drafted will have 
minimal additional costs for the council. 
 


